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Why and how?

• Equity legislation 

• Legislation for health and wellbeing in Wales



Wales – a small country

'2016 Year of 

Adventure' to 

showcase 

Wales as a 

leading centre 

of adrenalin 

tourism’

Rough 

Guides says 

North Wales 

is one of best 

places on the 

planet

• 3.1 million people

• Improving life expectancy

• Rapidly ageing population

BUT

• chronic disease prevalent 

• persistent health inequalities



Wales – a brief history

The Laws of 
Hywel Dda
c.880- 950

Devolution, 1999

National Assembly 

for Wales

The Wales Act, 

2017

Rewriting the balance of powers 
between the Welsh Government 
in Cardiff and the UK 
Government. At the moment the 
powers devolved to Wales’ are 
set out in a list of ‘conferred’ 
powers.



• Pictures of origins  of public health

Wave 1

Wave 2

Wave 3

Wave 4

Changing contexts and 
diseases 



What about the fifth wave?



Policy shift to living well.........

Wellbeing of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015



Legislation 

1998

Government of Wales Act

S.121 “Sustainable 
Development” 

2006

Government of Wales Act

s.79 “Sustainable Development”

s.60 “well-being”

2015

Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 

Wales’ sustainable development journey



Generational

Challenges
New

Opportunities
Clarity through

Goals
Contribution
Shared

Climate change

Skills

Employment

Poverty

Inequalities

Biodiversity decline

Environmental Limits

Low carbon economy

Healthy ecosystems

Connected 
communities

People reaching their 
potential

Equality

A prosperous Wales

A resilient Wales

A healthier Wales

A more equal Wales

A Wales of cohesive 
communities

A Wales of thriving culture 
and Welsh language

A globally responsible 
Wales

Public

Private

Third Sector

People and Communities 



Intended effect 

Shared aim – improving the economic, social, environmental and 
cultural well-being of Wales

Stronger governance for the long term

Better decision making focusing on outcomes

A Welsh society’s commitment to a better quality of life for 
future generations 



“What Wales is doing today the 

world will do tomorrow”

Nikil Seth, Director Sustainable Development, United Nations (30 April 2015)

International

Integrates with 
sustainable 
development 
goals





The essentials



A more equal 
WalesA wales of cohesive 

communities

http://thewaleswewant.co.uk/
http://thewaleswewant.co.uk/


Measurement



The national indicators
• 2. Healthy life expectancy at birth including 

the gap between the least and most deprived. 

• 4. Levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) pollution in 
the air. 

• 6. Measurement of development of young 
children. 

• 22. Percentage of people in education, 
employment or training, measured for 
different age groups. 

• 23. Percentage who feel able to influence 
decisions affecting their local area. 

• 27. Percentage of people agreeing that they 
belong to the area; that people from different 
backgrounds get on well together; and that 
people treat each other with respect. 

• 28. Percentage of people who volunteer. 

• 29. Mean mental well-being score for people. 

• 30. Percentage of people who are lonely. 

• 32. Number of properties (homes and 
businesses) at medium or high risk of flooding 
from rivers and the sea. 

• 33. Percentage of dwellings with adequate 
energy performance. 

• 34. Number of households successfully 
prevented from becoming homeless per 10,000 
households. 

• 35. Percentage of people attending or 
participating in arts, culture or heritage activities 
at least three times a year. 

• 42. Emissions of greenhouse gases attributed to 
the consumption of global goods and services in 
Wales. 



Each public body must carry out 

Well-being
duty

sustainable development



Sustainable 
Development
Principle

5 governance approaches



Role of Public Services Boards

• Local well being assessments

• Local well being plans

• Annual progress



Scrutiny 
Auditor General for Wales

Future Generations Commissioner

Local Authority scrutiny

National Assembly for Wales scrutiny

People and communities



Why did legislation emerge?



Political drive

Jane Davidson was the third most influential environmentalist in 
the UK for the ‘Independent on Sunday’ in 2009.

Davidson was a Cardiff councillor. In the Assembly she 

was minister for environment and sustainability in Wales 

from 2007 to 2011 where she was responsible for the 

Welsh Government agreeing to make sustainable 

development its central organising principle. 



Role of Third Sector

See 34 organisations at:

http://www.environment-

wales.org/links

Sustainable Wales



“We want the region to be more 
prosperous, better connected, and greener. 
By 2020 Greater Manchester should be 
self-reliant: contributing to national wealth 
rather than needing government help.
Local people will have more job 
opportunities, and new skills to contribute 
to, and benefit from, a stronger economy. 
They'll enjoy better health and a higher 
quality of life.”

• economic development and living 
conditions 

• early childhood as a critical 
period 

• devolving power to make a 
difference at the right level 

• the role of the health sector 

Due North



Liverpool City Region 

“The Liverpool City Region Mayor will exercise 

strategic planning powers to help accelerate 

economic growth and new housing development 

throughout the City Region.” 

Liverpool City Region is a very good place to live, work, 
visit and invest in.

Liverpool City Region has a new Health 

and Life Sciences Board to set out the 

future development and direction of 

Health and Life Science economic 

development across the City Region, 

managed by the Local Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP) on behalf of the City 

Region.



British Social Attitudes

BSA 33

Only six per cent would like to see a reduction in taxes and 

public spending on health, education and social benefits, 
and the public remain strongly wedded to the founding 

principle of the NHS. Indeed, a near unanimous 97 per cent 

think it is the government's responsibility to provide health care 

for the sick and a similar proportion think the same about 
government's responsibility to provide a decent standard of living 
for the elderly.

The last three decades have seen a dramatic decline in 

support for welfare benefits aimed at disadvantaged 
groups, particularly the unemployed. Britain is more 

inclined than it was in the 1980s to feel that people 

should stand on their own two feet economically, and is 

less likely to favour increased spending on welfare 
benefits. A majority still think it is mainly up to 

government, rather than an individual and his or her 

family, to provide the unemployed with a decent 

standard of living, but the proportion who think this 
has fallen dramatically.

BSA 30



Opportunities for City Regions 

• Holistic vision and ways of resolving ‘competing’ issues to achieve 
shared and maximal outcomes – explicit trade offs.

• ‘Health in All policies’ approach to sustainable governance and plans

• ‘Fifth wave’ approach to addressing social determinants 

• Power sharing in devolved regions – scrutiny/ step change in 
involvement?

• Work with different 3rd sector partners

• Large scale change - using multiple methods e.g. early childhood 



Implications for research- what or 
how?
• Study what happens in Wales as the Act is implemented / compared to 

Greater Manchester/ Liverpool City Region and look for transferable 
learning in policy, integration and action on inequalities.

• Leadership styles and skills for change 
• Public perceptions and attitudes – indicators of change?

• Power and decision making – sustainable governance for health inequality 
reduction. What does ideal look like?

• Who benefits from new jobs/ skills investments e.g. in health and life 
sciences? Outcome measures?

• Early child development - first 1,000 days being adopted – return on 
investment in 5 years?

• Engagement of health sector?



DIOLCH YN FAWR

THANK YOU 

@husseyruth


